Introduction
Interannual, decadal, and secular changes in Pacific surface oceanographic conditions remain poorly constrained before ~1950 because of sparse temporal and spatial instrumental data coverage. Of these time scales of variability, interannual changes related to the El Nifio Southern Oscillation (ENSO) system are the most well understood. There is growing evidence that ENSO may contribute and/or respond to decadal-scale variability annually averaged samples from two other shorter coral cores from P. lobata colonies at Clipperton (Figure 1 ). Core 2B was collected at 13.1 m water depth on the SW side of the island, has a usable length of 1.26 m, and has distinct annual density bands in the top two thirds of the core. This core spans ~ 1937-1994. Core 6A was collected on the NE side of the island at 11.3 m water depth and has a useable length of 1.20 m because the bottom third of the core was drilled off the main growth axis. Core 6A is poorly banded, but by comparison to 2B we estimate that the useable length spans ~1945-1994. All three cores show no evidence of growth hiatuses or growth discontinuities. Over the last 2 decades sea SST for the 2øx2 ø .grid box surrounding Clipperton Island has ranged mainly between 27 ø and 29øC with an average annual variation of ~ 2øC [Reynolds, 1988 [Wyrtki, 1966] . Precipitation maxima occur in August/September with an average of 120 mm/month, while precipitation minima occur in March/April with only 10 mm/month. Both precipitation maxima and minima lag the SST maxima and minima by up to 2 months. In January when the ITCZ moves toward the equator the ECC breaks up into several segments, and the NEC and California Current intensify [Wyrtki, 1966] . The average seasonal sea surface salinity (SSS) near Clipperton varies by <0.8%o annually, ranging from 33.3%o in September-December when the ECC is strongest to 34.1%o in January-March when the NEC is strongest 
Methods

Sample Preparation
The coral cores (4B, 6A, and 2B)used for this study were washed with fresh water, air dried, and then cut using a low-speed band saw into 7 mm thick slabs along the major axis of growth. Great care was taken to produce sections that were parallel to the growth axis. As a guide to sampling and chronology development, the slabs were X-rayed ( 
